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The Florida Department 
of Health (DOH) confirmed 
that a 29-year-old female 
has tested positive for 
the coronavirus in Taylor 
County during Tuesday’s 
11 a.m. update. 

Previously one of only 
four Florida counties 
without a single positive 
case being reported, Taylor 
County has now joined 
the majority of the state 
with at least one positive 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 
test result.

According to DOH, the 
individual is isolated and 
receiving care in her home. 

Utilizing contact 
tracing measures, local 
DOH staff began actively 
interviewing, evaluating 
and educating at-risk 
contacts once the positive 
result was confirmed. 

“If you are not contacted 
by the DOH, you have not 
been in close contact with 
her,” DOH Taylor County 
Public Information Officer 
Martine Young said.

The DOH defines a “close 
contact” as a household 

member, intimate partner, 
individual providing care in 
a household without using 
recommended personal 
protection equipment and 
individuals who have been 

within six feet of her for 30 
minutes or more.

To date, Taylor County 
has completed 68 tests – 
all of which were Taylor 
County residents – with one 

test being returned positive 
for COVID-19.  

As the demand for 
COVID-19 testing far 
exceeds the nation’s supply, 
the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and healthcare 
professionals in each state 
have established testing 
criteria to limit testing to 
those who are sick.

As they battle the virus 
and the widespread testing 
shortage, local primary 
healthcare providers, as 
well as Doctors’ Memorial 
Hospital (DMH) and its 
clinics, continue to test 
residents, but only if they 
meet the required criteria. 

To be tested, an individual 

Coronavirus/COVID-19

Taylor has first positive test

➟ Please see page 2

In response to a significant 
drop in patient volume, a 
government-mandated hold 
on all elective surgeries 
and declining clinic visits, 
Doctors’ Memorial Hospital 
(DMH) has temporarily 
laid off or reduced the 
regular hours of nearly 50 
employees.

According to DMH CEO 
Tom Stone, the local 48-
bed hospital has furloughed 
33 people -- some for 30 
days and others for up to 60 
days – and have reduced the 
regular hours of another 15 
individuals.

“Every department 
has been affected to 
some extent.” Stone said, 
adding, “We will monitor 
our situation in hopes of 
bringing them back as soon 
as possible.”

“A furlough is considered 
a temporary unpaid leave of 
absence,” Stone said. “We 

hope to bring them back. 
All of their benefits remain 
the same, they will continue 
to have health insurance 
and life insurance.”

Prior to the recent lay-
offs, DMH employed a 
total of 214 individuals 
locally, with approximately 
193 full-time equivalent 
(FTE) positions, according 
to Stone.

Stone said the local 
hospital’s inpatient daily 
average census in March 
was down from the prior 
year, adding that April’s 
inpatient census was also 
down so far this month.

“As you know, all 
elective surgeries have 

been put on hold by the 
Governor’s order, which 
means we stopped surgeries 
last week,” Stone said.

“This definitely affects 
our revenue stream,” 
Stone said. “In addition, 
our case load in March 
was much lower because 
one surgeon (who had a 
previous commitment to a 
college sports team) was 
not available.”

DMH has temporarily 
shut the doors to one of 
its three clinic locations, 
as the Steinhatchee Family 
Medicine Clinic has been 
closed after the patient 

Hospital lays off
nearly 50 workers

Home invasion and 
shooting investigated

One suspect has been 
arrested and several more 
are being sought for 
questioning following 
an exchange of gunfire 
in a local convenience 
store parking lot shortly 
before midnight Sunday,  
April 5.

Henry Jalik Jay, 
23, was charged 
Monday, April 6, with 
aggravated assault with a  
deadly weapon without 
intent to kill; carrying a 
concealed firearm and 
destroying/tampering with 
evidence. 

He posted a $2,000 bond 
and was released from the 
Taylor County Jail.

The Perry Police 
Department (PPD) 
provided very few  
details regarding the 
shoot-out, stating  
that the investigation  

is ongoing.
While multiple shots 

were allegedly exchanged 
during the incident,  
no injuries were  
reported.

The PPD is also 
reportedly investigating 
an alleged armed home 
invasion involving four 
masked suspects that 
occurred nearly 24 hours 
earlier.

Darius Raytunda 
Robinson, 31, was  
arrested and is being 
held on $145,000 bond 
in relation to that case, 
after being charged  
with aggravated battery 
(using a deadly weapon) 
and theft of a motor 
vehicle.

No further information 
regarding either case was 
available as of press time 
Tuesday.

Henry Jalik Jay

Darius Raytunda 
Robinson➟ Please see page 3

Residents could receive 
a $1,200 “emergency 
economic impact payment” 
as early as next week as 
part of a $2 trillion federal 
stimulus package signed 
into law March 27 to offset 
the economic damage 
during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

The checks, which are 
tentatively scheduled to be 
directly deposited to 2018-
19 tax-filers by April 15, 
will be a much-needed relief 
for many Taylor Countians, 
as seveal businesses have 
been forced to either cut 
hours, lay-off employees 
or close their doors entirely 

due to the coronavirus.
Individuals who made 

less than $75,000 in 2019 
will be eligible to receive 
a one-time payment of 
$1,200, while couples who 
filed joint taxes and made 
less than $150,000 will be 
eligible for $2,400. “Head 
of household” filers who 

earned $112,500 or less will 
also qualify for $1,200.

For each child in the 
household, filers will 
receive an additional $500.

The relief money will be 
directly deposited to people 
who have been paying 
taxes since 2018 and those 
who have received Social 

Security benefits in 2019. 
Those who do not receive 
their tax refund by direct 
deposit will receive the 
payment as a check mailed 
to their last known address.

Disabled veterans who 
do not pay taxes, those 
who are homeless, those 
who were recently released 

from prison and those who 
previously made too much 
money to qualify but have 
since been laid-off will be 
eligible to apply for a relief 
payment under a system the 
IRS is currently creating.

The one-time payment 
is not taxable and does not 
have to be paid back.

$1,200 checks should arrive next week

Associates and visitors at Perry’s Super-Pufft facility will undergo 
temperature screenings daily and will be issued KN95 face masks to wear. 
A hand-washing station has also been installed outside the plant, and 
entrance to the building is limited.

Snack maker protects workers from virus
Super-Pufft Snacks 

is arming itself and its 
associates with the best 
tools possible it can to  
fight the raging war 
against the coronavirus, 
starting with a defensive 
line of daily health checks 
and personal protection 
equipment.

“We care about our 
associates and their well-
being,” President/CEO 
Mahmoud Amrouch said in 
announcing the sweeping 
measures put in place at the 
production plant here.

“We began preparing 
as soon as COVID cases 
began getting closer and 
closer to our area,” he said.

This included a 
“substantial investment” 
on the company’s part in 
securing KN-95 masks for 
all employees, installing 
a hand-washing station at 
the front door of the facility 

and bringing in a team of 
nurses to conduct health 
screenings of everyone 
entering the gate.

“Due to all of the unease 
across the nation, we 
wanted our associates to 
feel safe coming to work, 
knowing we have done all 
we can for their safety,” 
Amrouch said.

“Like most people who 
work, their job is their 
second home, and we want 
them to feel comfortable 
here – that the last thing 
they need to worry about 
(here) is the coronavirus. 
We know there are external 
elements we cannot control, 
but we are addressing 
the things we can,” Vice 
President of Finance Robert 
Quintero said.

“At the same time, 
we recognize we are an 
essential business, not 
only in getting products 

on the shelves, but also the 
economic impact we have 
here in the community. We 
also care about the quality 
of the product we are 
making,” he said.

“Business is booming, 
and we are looking to hire 
50-plus people in the next 
few weeks,” Amrouch 
said. “Our goal is to 
have shifts running 24/7 
within the coming several 
months. Enrollment in 
our healthcare (insurance) 
program is open through 
next Wednesday, April 
15. That means if you are 
hired today, you can sign-
up for healthcare benefits 
immediately.”

“We are taking these 
extreme measures to 
make sure we have done 
everything we possibly  
can to keep everyone 
healthy and safe,” Quintero 
said. 

First confirmed COVID-19 
patient in Taylor County 
is a 29-year-old female
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must be experiencing a 
fever over 100.4, a cough 
and shortness of breath and 
check one or more of the 
following boxes:

• Been in close contact 
with a laboratory-confirmed 
COVID-19 case,

• Traveled to or from 
an affected geographic 
location with widespread 
community transmission 
within the last 14 days,

• Have a history of 
international travel or been 
on a cruise within the last 
14 days,

• Be hospitalized with 

an acute lower respiratory 
illness of unknown origin,

• Be a person 65 years or 
older with chronic health 
conditions,

• Or be an 
i m m u n o c o m p r o m i s e d 
person.

Those who meet 
the criteria qualify for 
COVID-19 testing, 
however, priority testing 
is given to patients who  
higher risk (see chart) as 
well as healthcare workers 
who may have come into 
contact with and infected 
high risk individuals. 

While meeting the criteria 
is a requirement to be 
tested by a state laboratory, 

healthcare providers 
may order testing with a 
commercial laboratory as 
they deem necessary.

“Providers do not need 
to get approval in order to 
conduct tests unless they 
have some kind of internal 
policies or guidelines. It 
is simply at the provider’s 
discretion,” DOH Taylor 
County Public Information 
Officer Martine Young said.

Test results are generally 
returned from a state 
laboratory in 48 hours, 
while commercial labs can 
take a week or longer to 
return test results. 

If an individual 
experiences any of the 
symptoms outlined above 
or suspects they have 
contracted the coronavirus, 
the DOH recommends they 
immediately self-isolate 
and call their healthcare 
provider to discuss their 

symptoms, travel history 
and/or possible COVID-19 
exposure.

“It is important to 
call ahead so that your 
healthcare provider can 
take the proper steps to 
avoid further spread of the 
illness when you arrive for 
your medical evaluation,” 
Young said.

Local DOH officials 
encourage residents and 
visitors to continue to take 
steps to protect themselves 
from the respiratory illness, 
including:

• Keep your family home 
if anyone is sick.

• Avoid close contact with 
others such as hugging, 
kissing or shaking hands.

• Move away from 
people before coughing or 
sneezing. If possible, cough 
and sneeze into a tissue and 
immediately throw it away. 
If a tissue is not available, 
cough into your elbow 
or cover your face with 
clothing.

• Wash your hands with 
soap and water for at least 
20 seconds or use an alcohol 

– based sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol often, but 
especially after coughing, 
sneezing or blowing your 
nose.

• Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose, or mouth with 
unwashed hands or after 
touching surfaces.

• Clean and disinfect 
“high touch” surfaces often.

“Your cooperation in 
integral to the ongoing 
public health response to 
try to slow the spread of this 
virus,” a DOH press release 
said.
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Beginning today 
(Wednesday), the county 
has closed all but four 
of its roll-off sites and 
reduced hours as part of 
a larger attempt to reduce 
the number of employees 
who have to leave home to 
work during the ongoing 
coronavirus outbreak.

During a Monday 
evening meeting, County 
Administrator LaWanda 
Pemberton got the go-
ahead from the Taylor 
County Commission to 
implement the new staffing 
plans, which also include 
Taylor County Animal 
Control only taking animals 
or responding to calls in 

emergency situations.
According to Pemberton, 

the four roll-off sites that 
will remain open are Carlton 
Cemetery, Steinhatchee, 
Shady Grove and U.S. 98/
CR 14. Those sites will 
be open from 2 to 7 p.m., 
Monday through Saturday 
(and closed on Sunday) 
instead of their usual  
hours.

At the request of 
Commissioner Malcolm 
Page, Pemberton amended 
her plan to include placing 
containers outside the fence 
at the other roll-off sites 
(Harrison Blue, Bernard 
Johnson, Salem, Blue 
Springs and Eridu).

Additionally, the county 
will only accept household 
garbage during this time.

Although the commission 
approved the overall 
staffing changes through the 
next regular commission 
meeting in May, the roll-off 
site changes will remain in 
effect “until further notice.”

“In support of the 

(governor’s) executive 
order and the (President’s) 
executive order, I would 
like to ask the board 
consider a recommendation 
to reduce staffing to allow 
our employees to shelter 
at home,” Pemberton 
said. “This plan would 
allow all departments to 
reduce staffing and allow 

employees to either work 
remotely or schedule 
rotational staffing or a 
combination of both.

“This will allow our 
employees to shelter at 
home, and hopefully keep 
our employees and our 
citizens healthy,” she said.

Pemberton noted that 
the exact staffing plan 
will be different for each 
department based on their 
needs.

“As part of my plan, I 
would like to include that 
for all active employees, 
they will report to work 
per their department’s work 
schedule, and their regular 
time will be supplemented 

with administrative leave 
to make the employee’s 
pay whole until May 1,” 
Pemberton continued.

“Part-time employees 
will receive an average 
salary of the previous 
six months’ work,” she 
said. “Then, at the end 
of April, we can reassess 
the situation. I would also 
respectfully ask some 
latitude to implement this 
plan. If we have issues with 
our roll-off sites – which I 
know will be a challenge -- 
we may need to change this 
up a little bit.

“I know it will be painful 

Will place containers outside the rest

County closes all but four roll-off sites

As they battle the virus and the widespread testing shortage, local 
primary healthcare providers, as well as Doctors’ Memorial Hospital (DMH) 
and its clinics, continue to test residents, but only if they meet the required 
criteria. (Credit: Ashely McCormick, FNP-C)

POSITIVE TEST
Continued from page 1

‘Keep your family home if anyone is sick’

The Carlton Cemetery, 
Steinhatchee, Shady Grove and 

U.S. 98/CR 14 roll-off sites will still 
remain open Monday - Sunday 

from 2-7 p.m.

➟ Please see page 3

Perry Lodge No. 187 has 
announced it has canceled 
its annual Easter Egg Hunt 
due to the coronavirus 

pandemic.
Members are wishing 

everyone a safe and happy 
holiday.

Easter egg hunt canceled



volume dropped down to as 
few as four patients per day 
or less over the prior week.

“We went from an 
average of about 18 patients 
per day, then it dropped to 
six for a few days and then 
down to four,” Stone said.

According to Stone, the 
DMH Plaza Clinic and 

DMH’s Family Medicine 
Clinic in Mayo will remain 
open at this time.

“Their volumes are also 
down, but we plan to keep 
them open at this time,” 
Stone said.

When asked about the 
hospital’s capabilities to 
handle COVID-19 cases in 
light of the county’s first 
positive test result, Stone 
said DMH’s Emergency 

Department has been using 
protocols to isolate and 
place anyone who meets 
the appropriate criteria in 
an isolation room. 

“They will be evaluated 
and tested if they meet 
the criteria. They will be 
admitted for observation, 
discharged if appropriate 
or, if the condition warrants, 
may be transferred to 
Tallahassee,” Stone said.

“We have six ICU beds -- 
one of which is the isolation 
room,” Stone said. “We 
have two negative pressure 
rooms (isolation rooms) 
on the second floor, one 
in the ICU and one in the 
emergency room.” 

“We have been exploring 
ways we might be able to 
increase that number by 
two more rooms,” Stone 
added. 

“We have three 
ventilators and three 
operating room anesthesia 
machines,” Stone said.
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to close our roll-off sites, but this is only way I know to 
offer our employees the opportunity to shelter safety for 
the month of April.”

Page then suggested trying the containers outside the 
other roll-off sites, and the other board members agreed.

Earlier in the meeting, the commission voted to hold 
only one meeting per month during the coronavirus crisis. 

Additionally, the board also agreed to give Pemberton, 
in consultation with Commission Chair Pam Feagle (who 
was not present at Monday’s meeting), the authority 
to make administrative decisions, including paying the 
county’s bills, which would later be ratified by the full 
commission at the next available meeting.

“We’ve already given you the latitude, you and the board 
chair, to make these decisions,” Page said after listening to 
Pemberton outline her plan. “So, I have no objection to it.”

The commission will re-examine the staffing plan at its 
next meeting on Monday, May 4.

ROLL-OFF SITES
Continued from page 3

County employees’ 
salaries will be made 
whole through April

HOSPITAL
Continued from page 1

DMH has 4 isolation rooms 
and is hoping to add 2 more

For the second time this 
year, the county is seeking 
individuals or companies 
interested in leasing some 
land at Perry Foley-Airport 
for hay harvesting.

The Taylor County 
Commission previously 
advertised for interested 
takers on some 406 acres 
at the airport, but when it 
came time to consider the 
bids at the Feb. 18 board 
meeting, there were none 
to open.

During the ensuing 
discussion, County 
Administrator LaWanda 
Pemberton asked for 
permission to re-advertise 
the proposal.

Commissioner Jim 
Moody made a motion to 
re-advertise. Commissioner 
Thomas Demps seconded, 
and the measure passed 
4-0. (Commissioner Pam 
Feagle was not present at 
the meeting due to illness.)

The commission 
approved the new bid 
documents during its 
meeting on Monday as part 
of consent agenda.

According to Airport 
Manager Ward Ketring, 
they are only advertising 80 
acres this time in hopes of 
getting a bidder.

The county currently 
leases out another 80 acres 
at the airport for the same 

purpose.
According to County 

Grants Writer Melody Cox, 
the original bid documents 
reflect a tiered annual lease 
fee, “as a substantial portion 
of the area will require 
considerable groundwork 
to be established and ready 
to be harvested for hay.”

The documents also 
include notice that the 
board has the right to cancel 
the contract with a 90-day 
notice in the event the fields 
are needed for aviation 
purposes and development, 
including a solar farm.

The eventual agreement 
will be for five years, 
running from 2020 to 2024.

Want to grow hay at 
Perry-Foley Airport?

How much will you receive from stimulus?
Residents could receive a $1,200 “emergency economic impact payment” 

as early as next week as part of a $2 trillion federal stimulus package 
signed into law on March 27 to offset the economic damage during the 
coronavirus pandemic. The checks, which are tentatively scheduled to be 
directly deposited to 2018-19 tax-filers by April 15, will be a much-needed 
relief for Taylor Countians, as many businesses have been forced to either 
cut hours, lay-off employees or close their doors due to the outbreak.



Editor’s Note: The following 
open letter to Taylor County 
Commissioner Sean Murphy 
was received  prior to the 
commission’s decision last 
week to reverse its earlier vote 
to keep the boat ramps open. 
It was also before the first 
confirmed case of COVID-19 
was reported in Taylor County 
on Tuesday, April 7.
Dear Comm. Murphy,  

My name is Robert R. 
Johnson. My wife and I 
have been residents of 
Steinhatchee for over 15 
years and have voted in 
every election during that 
time. 

I propose to you that 

we the people follow the 
guidelines proposed by 
President Donald J. Trump, 
the COVID-19 task force, 
the Surgeon General, Gov. 
DeSantis and myriad health 
care professionals and 
temporarily close the boat 
ramps countywide.  

It is glaringly apparent 
that the vast majority of 
license plates at the boat 
ramps are from out of state, 
or out of county. We have 
been blessed by God to not 
have any active cases of 
COVID-19 virus in Taylor 
County. 

Why are you and the 
majority of the other 

commissioners willing 
to play Russian Roulette 
with the lives of your 
constituents?  

Commissioner Murphy, 
a 21-day closure should be 
enough to greatly forestall 
any COVID-19 cases from 
being transmitted to our 
county. As you well know, 
New Orleans was considered 
to be a relatively safe place 
until Mardi Gras. Now it is a 
hot spot for COVID-19. 

Why not be proactive and 
get ahead of a potentially 
fatal disease? That sir, only 
makes common sense, 
which seems to be an 
uncommon virtue among 

some. 
Closing the gate after 

the horses escape is never 
a good idea. Therefore, I 
speak for myself, my wife 
and numerous Steinhatchee 
residents. 

We heartily suggest a 21-
day closure of all county 
boat ramps to ensure the 
health and safety of all 
Taylor County residents. 
Please reconsider your 
earlier vote and do the right 
thing by closing the ramps 
for 21 days.

Sincerely yours,
Robert R. and Eileen M. 

Johnson and many friends 
and voters.

Wednesday, April 8, 2020
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Have we lost our sense of community pride?
The troubling trend of local roadways being littered with 

trash continues to come up at local governmental meetings 
and elsewhere.

Despite changes made to solid waste collection programs 
by both the city council and county commission, the local 
litter problem seems to be getting worse, 

Those attending public meetings in the past have offered 
up a number of potential solutions, including asking judges 
to sentence individuals to additional community service 
hours, stepping up inmate work crew clean-up efforts and 
requesting increased litter law enforcement efforts.

The general consensus is that Taylor County is suffering 
from a lack of community pride and enforcement of 
existing litter and illegal dumping laws.

There are many ways in which we can show community 
pride.

One is by not littering and making sure those around us 
protect our natural resources and preserve the beauty of 
this place we call home.

Littering and illegal dumping are senseless crimes and 
show a total disregard for the entire community. It goes 

beyond being lazy. It takes very little effort to simply 
dispose of waste in a trash can or dumpster.

We join our local elected officials in encouraging all law 
enforcement agencies to aggressively enforce Florida’s 
Litter Law, which prohibits dumping litter “in any manner 
or amount on any public highway, road, street, alley or 
thoroughfare” and allows for penalties ranging from fines 
of $100 to three points on a motorist’s driver’s license.

For years, our roadsides have been cleaned up by 
inmates, those fulfilling community service hours or paid 
contractors.

The number of inmate labor crews has been cut in recent 
years, and the cost of supervising individuals performing 
community service has skyrocketed due to insurance 
requirements.

The few left cleaning our right-of-ways can’t keep up 
with the problem due to the sheer number of miles of  
roads.

We live in a spectacularly beautiful county visited by 
people from all over. We have vast acres of timberland 
and hunting grounds, beautiful rivers and unspoiled Gulf 
of Mexico coastline. Our pine and hardwood forests and 
scenic back roads are some of Taylor County’s most 
valuable assets.

But, there are too many areas of our county that resemble 
small landfills due to mounds of trash, discarded furniture, 

construction waste and yard debris.
It detracts immensely from what makes Taylor County 

special.
This is a community problem. In addition to local 

judges, law enforcement, city, county and state agencies, it 
will require all of us working together to keep our county 
clean and attractive. 

We commend the county’s effort to get to the bottom 
of how and why many of our local roadways are being 
trashed.

However, the city and county can do only so much. It 
will take each of us doing our part to “Keep Taylor County 
Beautiful.”

While you and your family are quarantined at home 
during this coronavirus, we encourage all of our readers to 
dispose of trash and garbage properly, recycle what can be 
recycled and carefully secure your trash when transporting 
it to the dump.

We can also each help by making a commitment to 
abstain from littering, pick it up when we see it and by 
discouraging and reporting those who continue to toss 
trash on our roadsides.

Go a step further and be a leader in your business, church 
or other group by spearheading an effort to adopt a section 
of local roadway.

It is a matter of showing pride in your community.

Help keep Taylor clean while under quarantine

Dear Editor:
The Refuge House would 

like to thank the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 291 
of Steinhatchee for their 
generous donations to the 
survivors of Domestic 
Violence and Sexual 
Assault in Taylor County. 

Through a program called 
“Purses with a Purpose,” the 
Auxiliary members donated 
purses filled with items 
needed by many survivors. 

The Refuge House is 
honored to be chosen to 

receive these donations. 
We would like to say 

“thank you” to all who 
helped in making this huge 
donation possible. 

We love our donors!
If you get a chance, thank 

a member of the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 291, 
as they do a lot of great 
work in our community to 
help those in need. 

Brandi Turner 
Refuge House Inc.

Lead Sexual Violence 
Counselor

Refuge House 
gives thanks to 
Legion Auxiliary

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291 of 
Steinhatchee participated in “Purses with a 
Purpose,” through which members donated 
purses filled with items needed by many survivors. 

Shown above are (from left to right) American Legion Auxiliary Unit 291 members Joanne Griffin, 
Judy Shipp, Carolyn Wiley, Jan Spivey, Karen Tidwell and Refuge House staff Brandi Turner.

Alexander, who penned numerous 
Letters to the Editor, remembered
Dear Editor:

I am writing today on 
behalf of my beloved 
husband of 26 years, John 
D. Alexander, who was 
known as “Mr. John” to 
many people.

You might recognize his 
name from all of the letters 
to the editor he has written 
to the newspaper and even 
paid for himself.

He would get a feeling 
that would fill his heart with 
love and sit at the computer 
for hours and write it all 
down so he could share it.

John was a good, kind, 
strong, brave and intelligent 
man who served our country 
for more than 20 years.

Anyone who knew him 
knows what a loving man 
he was. He would write a 
letter at least once a month. 
Some loved his articles, and 
some may have not, but the 
point is he wanted to share 
good feelings with good 
people.

We moved here in 1996, 
and it has been home ever 
since.

John once said to me 

while standing on our 
property, “This is where I 
will spend the rest of my 
days,” with a big smile.

John believed that all 
people were his brothers 
and sisters, so I just wanted 
to let the editor know 
that Mr. John loved Perry 
Newspapers and loved 
to submit his articles for 
people to read.

He would say, “If my 
message reaches just one 
person, I have made a 
difference.”

So, thank you editor for 

publishing his articles.
We won’t read any more 

of John’s writing, due to his 
passing on April 1, 2020.

John loved Perry and 
loved everyone he came 
across.

This world will miss him.
I will always love John.

Kim Alexander
P.S. I would like to end 

this letter the way he did on 
every one of his articles and 
meant with all his heart.

PEACE, LOVE AND 
HARMONY,

JOHN D. ALEXANDER

Support voiced for closing boat ramps

In times of crisis, common sense is crucial.
We all need to remember this as we deal with the 

coronavirus outbreak affecting our nation -- and now our 
small community.

Anyone with some common sense knew all along that 
Taylor County would eventually have a positive case. 

In reality, the virus has likely been here for weeks before 
symptoms became visible, individuals were tested and 
those test results came back.

Now that we have official confirmation, PLEASE use 
common sense and show some kindness.

Up until the 11 a.m. Department of Health (DOH) 
update Tuesday, there had not been a single confirmed case 
of COVID-19 (coronavirus) in Taylor County.

However, we have been experiencing empty store 
shelves as many engage in unnecessary panic buying.

Hoarding of food and other essential items is totally 
unnecessary.

Panic makes people become doubtful, fearful and 
pessimistic. Panicked people subconsciously make 
reactionary decisions to avert risk without stopping to 
think about the consequences of their actions.

The message from public health and infectious 
disease experts has been clear: It is important to take the 
coronavirus threat seriously, but it is also critical not to 
overreact.

Hysteria never helps. Common sense does.
Social media can help if used correctly, but it can harm 

if used in the wrong way. 
We have watched in dismay the past several days as 

some individuals have turned into internet bullies and 
exchanged nasty comments over the boat ramp closure 
issue.

Now some are attempting to identify, insult, harass and 
vilify the first local victim in this national pandemic.

Much like the flu, this coronavirus will infect large 

swaths of the population. The majority will not require 
treatment. A small percentage will require hospitalization, 
and an even smaller percentage of those will face serious 
complications – especially if they are elderly or have 
underlying medical conditions.

We need to maintain some kindness and common sense, 
not a sense of panic and hysteria.

By now, nearly every American knows how to try to 
prevent being exposed to the virus. Stay home unless 
absolutely necessary. Limit contact with others. Wash your 
hands. 

But, it is just as important to show a little kindness. 
Do not panic and use a little common sense. We will all 
navigate this whole situation better together. Remember, 
the first positive test could have been you, your daughter, 
mother or sister – through no fault of their own.

Be careful before hurling judgement or insults. You or a 
family member could be the next positive case.

Use common sense and some kindness
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The night before Jesus was crucified, 
He knew every detail of what was coming: 
the unwarranted arrest, obnoxious 
mocking, flesh-ripping scourging – and 
the appallingly-inhumane crucifixion. 

This knowledge explains why Jesus 
was “struck with terror” (Mark 14:33, 
AMPC) that night. And why “He fell 
on the ground and kept praying that if it 
were possible the [fatal] hour might pass 
from Him” (verse 35).

Mercifully, the Son of God ended His 
prayer by saying, “Yet not what I will, 
but what You [will]” (verse 36).

If Jesus hadn’t ended His prayer this 
way, I probably would’ve died from 
an eating disorder or by suicide. At the 
very least, I’d be living even more self-
centeredly than I am. If Jesus hadn’t 
freely given His life, putting our needs 
ahead of His, we’d never experience 
God’s grace. 

Yet one could wonder: throughout 
the ages, people have rebelled against 
God. Why then did He allow His Son to 
suffer something so humiliating and so 
horrifying – for an undeserving people? 
He’s God. He didn’t have to do anything 
He didn’t want to do. 

Consider also how God the Father 
loves His Son. As a parent, I’d give 
my life for my children, but I wouldn’t 

give a single one of my children’s 
lives for someone else. Especially 
for someone who constantly rebelled 
against me. Certainly not for a world that 
continuously mocked me.

What kept God from reneging? Our 
heavenly Father received no personal 
benefit from allowing His Son to die 
for our sins – except to satisfy His 
love for you and me. What an amazing 
demonstration of mercy.

If God’s love for us had not exceeded 
the disrespectful way we treat Him, we’d 
be forever separated from Him (and His 
love for us), with no chance of seeing 
heaven. Jesus’ death and resurrection did 
for us what we could never do on our 
own.

Our Savior’s unswerving desire to 
set us (you!) free from Satan’s control 
surpassed His feelings of terror that 
night. Our Savior chose to suffer untold 
degradation and unimaginable pain to 
take the punishment for our sins.

Quite simply (yet absolutely 
inconceivably), Jesus gave His life 
because He loves us – He loves you, your 
children and everyone you care about...
this much. Don’t ever, ever, forget this.

Sheryl H. Boldt is the author of the blog, 
www.TodayCanBeDifferent.net. Connect 
with her at SherylHBoldt@gmail.com.

Glad 
TidinGs

In the Bible, “glad tidings” is frequently translated 
to mean “to tell good news” and “preach the gospel.”

This space -- made available to all local pastors and 
church leaders -- is dedicated to messages of good 
news to fill readers with uplifting thoughts to carry 
with them throughout the week.

Let’s never forget why Jesus died

William Hulen 
‘Bill’ Adams

William Hulen “Bill” 
Adams, 78, of Perry passed 
away on April 3, 2020, at 
home after an extended 
illness. 

He was born on Easter 
Sunday (April 13) of 1941 
in Freeport, but his family 
soon moved to Pensacola 
where he lived throughout 
childhood. 

The son of a mechanic 
father and homemaker 
mother, Mr. Adams learned 
the importance of hard 
work and education during 
his formative years. He had 
a newspaper route and did 
odd jobs at his brother’s car 
lot throughout childhood 
and made excellent grades 
while attending Pensacola’s 
public schools. 

He was a 1959 graduate 
of Pensacola High School 
(PHS), where he played 
football for the undefeated 
1958 State Champion PHS 
Tigers. 

Many years later, in 
2009, he was delighted to 
visit with the PHS team 
when they stopped in Perry 
on their way to the state 
championship game in 
Orlando, which they won 
for their first state title in 50 
years. 

After high school, Mr. 
Adams worked his way 
through the University of 
Florida, graduating with a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in pharmacy in 1963. He 
then went into partnership 
with L.E. “Ervin” Andrews 
of Starke. 

In 1965, he moved to 
Perry to open Andrews 
Drugs of Perry and Perry 
Plaza Shopping Center, and 
quickly fell in love with the 
people of Taylor County 
and served them through 
his work at the drug store 
for 47 years. 

He built a very successful 
business but found the most 
joy in the love he had for his 
employees and customers 
and getting to know each of 
them on a personal level. 

Mr. Adams was a devout 
Christian of the Baptist 
faith and was a longtime 
deacon and Sunday school 
teacher at the First Baptist 
Church of Perry, which 
he supported by tithing 
throughout the time he 
worshiped there. 

He was also a generous 
financial supporter of many 
other organizations and 
individuals throughout the 
community, but was never 
interested in receiving 
accolades for it. 

As a young businessman, 
he was active in the Perry 
Jaycees, eventually serving 
as the president and was 
a long-time member of 
the Perry Elks Lodge. He 
was also a loyal fan and 
supporter of the Taylor 
County High School 
football team and was a 
Bulldogs season ticket 
holder for 55 years, as well 
as being a die-hard fan and 
long-time football season 
ticket holder of the Florida 
Gators. 

His favorite hobby was 
fishing, and he was an 
expert fisherman, enjoying 
many days on the Gulf of 
Mexico, St. John’s River, 
Suwannee River and 
many other streams and 
lakes in the region. He 
was particularly skilled 
at throwing a cast net and 
netted many thousands of 
mullet over the years. 

He also enjoyed 
gardening, raising cattle 
and driving his Ford 
tractor around the acreage 
behind his home. He had a 
wonderful sense of humor 
and an encyclopedic 
memory for jokes and 
loved to laugh as often as 
possible. 

Mr. Adams was pre-
deceased by: his parents, 
Joel Shafter and Sallie 
McCart Adams of 
Pensacola; and his beloved 
daughter, Sheri Kaye 
Adams Spradley, of Perry. 

He is survived by: his 

devoted wife of 58 years, 
Linda B. Adams of Perry; 
daughter, Laurie Adams 
(Joe) Brenner of Perry; son, 
William Jackson “Jack” 
Adams of Jacksonville; 
grandchildren, Marcus S. 
Spradley of Tallahassee, 
Brett S. Spradley of Perry, 
Blaine H. (Taylor) Brenner 
of Perry, Ross Brenner 
of Perry and Caroline E. 
Adams of Jacksonville; 
and great-granddaughters, 
Emma Grace Brenner and 
Memphis Kaye Brenner, 
both of Perry.

Due to the national crisis 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic, Mr. Adams was 
laid to rest at a private 
funeral service held on 
April 5. Those who wish to 
pay tribute to him through 
gifts are encouraged to 
donate generously to Big 
Bend Hospice or the charity 
of your choice.

Deacon Leroy 
‘Jim’ Bines

Deacon Leroy “Jim” 
Bines transitioned into 
eternal rest at Tallahassee 
Memorial Regional 
Medical Center on April 5, 
2020, in Tallahassee at the 
age of 90.

He is survived by: one 
son, Larry Gene Bines 
(Virginia) of Palm Coast, 
and one daughter, Mary 
Elizabeth Jackson (James) 
of Perry.

God blessed 
Deacon Bines with six 
grandchildren and a host 
of great-grands and great-
great grandchildren. 

In addition to his 
immediate family, he 
leaves to mourn his 
passing, yet rejoice in his 
transition, many precious 
and thoughtful nieces, 
nephews, cousins, friends 
and acquaintances. 

Jackie Wayne 
Carroll

Jackie Wayne Carroll 
died Thursday, April 2, 
2020. He was 80.

Born Dec. 25, 1938, 
Jackie Carroll worked at 
Tri-County Electric for 
more than 30 years as a 
lineman and served as 
supervisor chairman of the 
Florida Forest Festival fish 
fry for more than 10 years.

He was a member of 
Calvary Baptist Church of 
Perry and the Perry Elks 
Club.

He loved fishing, driving 
his tractor, Florida State 
University (FSU) football, 
NASCAR (#24) and being 
at his son’s business at 
Jack’s Boats and Trailers.

Jackie is preceded in 
death by: his parents, Daniel 
and Dorothy Carroll; his 
brother, Anthony Carroll; 
and sister, Linda Wiltsey.

Jackie is survived by: 
his sweet bride and the 
love of his life of 63 years, 
Dixie Pauline Carroll; son, 

Waymond E. Carroll (Teri); 
daughter, Toni Carroll-
Hicks (Don); sister-in-law, 
Jo Carroll; and a host of 
nieces and nephews along 
with his many friends.

Wendell H. 
Rogers

Mr. Wendell H. Rogers, 
81, passed away on April 4, 
2020, at his home in Perry.

Wendell was born Dec. 
28, 1938, in Hendersonville, 
N.C., to Mr. Harry L. 
Rogers and Alfa Lance 
Rogers.

Wendell was a 
hardworking man who 
loved God, his family and 
his country. He spent the 
early part of his career in 
Miami with Winn Dixie, 
where he worked his way 
from bag boy to supervisor 
overseeing multiple large 
stores. He left Winn Dixie 
in 1982 and relocated to 
Taylor County.

After a few years, he 
decided to pursue his love 
of plants and began a career 
as business development 
& public relations 
representative with Young’s 
Plant Farm of Alabama, 
where he eventually retired.  
He also served as a deacon 
at both Key Biscayne 
Presbyterian Church in 
Miami and First Baptist 
Church in Perry.

When not working, he 
spent time with his family 
and attended every soccer 
game and sporting event to 
cheer his daughters.

He continued the 
tradition by watching his 
grandchildren as they 
played sports and showed 
livestock with 4-H.  Once 
the grandchildren came 
along, his favorite place to 
be was at the dinner table 
with the whole family, 
laughing and enjoying each 
other.

Wendell was preceded in 
death by: his father, Harry 
Lee Rogers; step-mother, 
Lois; his mother, Alfa Lance 
Ingle; and his daughter, 
Dawn Lee Palavecino.

He is survived by: 
his wife, Donna Lynn 
Rogers; four daughters, 
Lyne’ Rogers Brown (Pat 
Williams), Wendy Rogers 
Hathcock (Randy), Debra 
Leann Trofemuk (Joe) and 
Katherine Lesha Aman 
(Lamar); 16 grandchildren; 
two great-grandchildren; 
one brother, Harry Bundy 
Lee Rogers; and three 
sisters, Patricia Ann 
Drake, Harrietta Melanie 
Wilson and Phyllis Leshea 
Durham; as well as a host 
of nieces and nephews.

All arrangements are 
under the direction of Burns 
Funeral Home of Perry.  

Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, there will be 
no formal memorial service 
open to the public.

Friends may sign the 
online guest book at www.
joepburnsfuneralhomes.
com. 

In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that 
you make donations to 
Emergency Medicine 
at Samaritan’s Purse at 
www.samaritanspurse.org/
memorial-page/wendell-
rogers-perry-fl/.

Deacon Leroy 
‘Jim’ Bines

Easter services will 
be streamed online

Local churches will move forward with 
Easter services Sunday, April 12, taking 
their messages online:

•  Calvary Baptist Church will stream 
its drive-in morning service at 9 a.m. on its 
website, https://calvarybcp.com/calvary-
live/, and Facebook.

• San Pedro Baptist Church will live 
stream Sunrise Services on Facebook at  
7 a.m. from outside the church.

• Pleasant Grove Baptist Church will 
live stream morning services at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, featuring special music and a 
message from Pastor Danny Lundy.

The community is 
invited to participate in 
the Maundy Thursday 
service planned this week 

by First Presbyterian 
Church.  Please go to the 
church website, www.
firstpresperry.org, for open 
communion at 7 p.m.

Historically, this service 
commemorates the Washing 
of the Feet and Last Supper 
of Jesus Christ with the 
Apostles, as described in 
the gospels.

Maundy is derived 
from the Latin word for 
“command,” and refers to 
Jesus’ commandment to 
the disciples to “Love one 
another as I have loved 
you.”

Need assistance or 
more information?  Please 
contact the church office at 
584-3826.

First Presbyterian will commemorate 
Maundy Thursday with online service

Jackie Wayne Carroll

Friendship Baptist Church has announced 
it has purchased a FM transmitter to 
broadcast its services.

“Starting Easter Sunday, April 12, you 
will be able to pull into the parking lot, 
tune your radio to our frequency and listen 
from your vehicle. Chairs and lawn chairs 
are allowed by CDC, provided they are six 

feet away from someone else. We want to 
be good stewards and also keep a good 
testimony to those around us,” Pastor Ron 
Blair said. 

“These are trying days, but we are simply 
trying to be conscious of others and still 
yet get the gospel out to a lost and dying 
world.”

‘Tune in’ for church broadcast

Wendell H. Rogers

(OBITUARIES continue on page 12)

Big Bend Hospice 
offers grief support to 
those in need and is open 
to local residents. Please 
contact Monica Ellis at 
(850) 878-5310.

http://www.todaycanbedifferent.net/
mailto:SherylHBoldt@gmail.com
http://www.joepburnsfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.joepburnsfuneralhomes.com/
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/
https://calvarybcp.com/calvarylive/
http://www.firstpresperry.org/
http://www.firstpresperry.org/
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The Florida Department 
of Health (DOH) has 
announced the launch of 
a new community action 
survey, StrongerThanC-19, 
designed to aid Florida as 
the state continues to fight 
the spread of COVID-19. 

This cutting-edge tool 
gives residents the power 
to unite in the fight to 
help slow the spread of 
coronavirus in Florida.

“In addition to helping 
our state better identify 
and predict coronavirus 
trends in Florida, the 
S t r o n g e r T h a n C - 1 9 
community action survey 
will also guide users 
through the next ‘STEPS’ 
of preparedness and 
prevention measures. This 
will serve as another crucial 
instrument in helping to 
reinforce Florida’s ongoing 
efforts to fight the spread 
of COVID-19 across the 
state,” Gov. Ron DeSantis 
said.

“We are asking residents 
to take two minutes 
out of their day to take 
the StrongerThanC-19 
community action survey 

and answer the brief series 
of questions provided. The 
responses will be used to 
help the DOH improve the 
distribution of resources 
to support healthcare and 
other initiatives across  
the state,” said Florida 
Surgeon General Scott 
Rivkees. 

Taylor County residents 
are encouraged to do their 
part in helping Florida 
flatten the curve by 
anonymously answering 
questions that range from 
age and residency, to 
recent travel, to potential 
COVID-19 contact. 

The “StrongerThanC-19” 
community action survey 
is designed to gather 
information to help the 
DOH track and slow the 
spread of COVID-19 in 
Florida; it is not a symptom 
checker designed to 

dispense medical advice. 
The survey is free to use and 
can be accessed by visiting: 
www.StrongerThanC19.
com.

To find the most up-
to-date information and 
guidance on COVID-19, 
please visit the DOH’s 
COVID-19 webpage. 

For information and 
advisories from the 
Centers for Disease  
Control (CDC), please 
visit the CDC COVID-19 
website.

For any other questions 
related to COVID-19 in 
Florida, please contact the 
department’s dedicated 
COVID-19 call center by 
calling 1-(866) 779-6121. 

The center is available 24 
hours per day. 

Inquiries may also be 
e-mailed to COVID-19@
flhealth.gov.

In the midst of health 
concerns, social distancing 
and missing family and 
friends, Perry Elks Lodge 
1851 took 30 minutes 
Tuesday, March 31, to 
conclude the lodge year’s 
business.  

In doing so, members 
had the privilege of putting 
a big, bright smile on a 
dedicated volunteer Elk 
member’s face.

Dot Sheffield has been a 
member of the lodge since 
the lodge year 1999-2000, 
but this was not her first 
involvement with the Elks.  

The love of her life, 
Roscoe Sheffield, became 
a member in 1968, and she 
supported him through all 
his years as a member until 
he passed away in 2017. 

Roscoe served in several 
officer positions through 
the years, and when he 
was elected as Exalted 
Ruler (president) of Perry 
Lodge 1851, Dot was right 

by his side supporting 
him in all his endeavors, 
including attending  
district, state and national 
sessions.  

When the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks 
started accepting women 
into the fold, Dot was one 
of the first ladies to join, 
and she hit the floor wide 
open. If volunteers were 
needed for events held in 
support of the community, 
veterans and/or youth, she 
was there. If volunteers 
were needed for serving 
events in the banquet room, 
she was there. And, most 
recently, if you need more 
tea or a table cleared in the 
dining room, she is there!

Dot is the model of 
Elkdom, which is why 
2019-20 Exalted Ruler 
Clayton Huff selected her 
as his choice of “Elk of 
the Year,” a well-deserved 
award.

Member Wendy Cruce 

was named the lodge’s 
“Citizen of the Year.”

“Wendy is known for 
being a go-to organizer 
when you need a fundraiser 
for a worthy cause in the 
community.  We appreciate 
her contributions in helping 
make our events a success,” 
Huff said.

Trustee Kenny Carter 
received the “Elk Officer of 
the Year” award.

Carter was recognized 
“for his tireless efforts 
in maintaining the safe 
environment at the lodge 
and his support for all the 
activities throughout the 
year.”

North District Deputy 
Grand Exalted Ruler Susan 
Lynn presided over the 
installation of incoming 
officers: Exalted Ruler 
Kevin Cruce; Leading 
Knight Richard Cruce; 
Loyal Knight Frank 
Hamby; Lecturing Knight 
Eric Hodge; Secretary 

Earline Neeley; Treasurer 
Debi Seagroves; Esquire 
Carol Cruce; Chaplain 
Darnell McLeod; Inner 
Guard Mark Shoplack; 
Tiler Helen Farnell; 
and Five-Year Trustee,  

Clayton Huff.
Current serving trustees 

include: Kenny Carter, 
Benjye Tuten, Darin 
Anderson and Mike Lynn.

Newly-installed Exalted 
Ruler Kevin Cruce presided 

over the installation of 
officers for the Perry Lady 
Elks: President Darnell 
McLeod, Vice President 
Lori Franklin, Secretary 
Ann Huff; and Treasurer 
Carol Cruce.

‘Elk of the Year’
D o t  S h e f f i e l d

Newly-installed officers for the Perry Elks Lodge: (front row, left to right) Chaplain Darnell McLeod, 
Esquire Carol Cruce, North District Deputy Susan Lynn, Tiler Helen Farnell and Secretary Earline 
Neeley; (back row, left to right) Exalted Ruler Kevin Cruce, Five-Year Trustee Clayton Huff, One-Year 
Trustee Kenny Carter; Leading Knight Richard Cruce; Lecturing Knight Eric Hodge; Inner Guard Mark 
Shoplak; Loyal Knight Frank Hamby; and Treasurer Debi Seagroves.

Dot Sheffield (right) has been involved with 
the Perry Elks Lodge since her husband, the  
late Roscoe Sheffield, became a member in 
1968. She has been an active member herself 
since 1999.

New officers for the Perry Lady Elks are: (left to right) Treasurer Carol 
Cruce, Secretary Ann Huff, Vice President Lori Franklin and President 
Darnell McLeod.

Elks Lodge installs new officers

Take the survey and 
help ‘flatten the curve’ Taylor County 4-H Extension Agent 

Abbey Tharpe has announced that all in-
person 4-H summer programs, including 
day camps and Camp Cherry Lake, have 
been canceled.

“This summer we will not have in-
person offerings of the traditional events 
we have 
enjoyed for 
decades such 
as 4-H Day 
Camps, 4-H 
Legislature, 
the 4-H 
U n i v e r s i t y 
and residential 
camping at 
Camp Cherry 
Lake. This 
has been an 
a g o n i z i n g 
d e c i s i o n 
which was 
not made 
lightly, but 
was made in 
consideration 
of the health 
of all in our 4-H family,” Tharpe said.

“Instead of in-person programs, we 
are currently working on ways for our 
4-H members to connect through virtual 
means. We know this may not look the 
same, but we feel a great responsibility 
to continue to provide our 4-H members 
and families a place to learn, lead, serve, 
grow and belong.

“Understandably, as this is new 
territory for all of us, we don’t know 
exactly what these alternatives will look 
like yet.  However, 4-H has a history of 
youth-adult partnership and we value our 
youth as the problem solvers they are. We 
will be tasking some of our own youth 

leaders to 
help us create 
i n n o v a t i v e 
solutions.

“We believe 
we will hit 
the ground 
running with 
the start of the 
4-H year on 
Sept. 1. Please 
know though 
that the safety 
of our 4-H 
m e m b e r s , 
v o l u n t e e r s , 
families, staff 
and faculty 
is always our 
top priority, 
and thank you 

for your cooperation in keeping us all 
healthy,” she said.

“If you have registered and paid for 
summer day camps via Eventbrite, all 
refunds via Eventbrite have been issued. 
All in-person payments for both Camp 
Cherry Lake and Summer Day Camps 
will be reimbursed by check within the 
next two weeks via mail.”

4-H Day Camps canceled

http://www.strongerthanc19.com/
http://www.strongerthanc19.com/
mailto:COVID-19@flhealth.gov
mailto:COVID-19@flhealth.gov
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Booking Desk
Editor’s Note: It 

is the policy of this 
newspaper to run the 
names of all those 
arrested and booked 
at the Taylor County 
Jail. All those listed 
below have been 
charged with a crime, 
but are considered 
innocent until proven 
guilty. 

Feb. 25: 
Jasmine Aliyah 

Burney, 23, Perry, 
Fla., battery, Ptl. 
Bass, PPD. 

Feb. 26: 
Katie Odessa 

Wimberly, 34, 

Mayo, Fla., 
o u t - o f - c o u n t y 
warrant, homicide 
negligent vehicular 
m a n s l a u g h t e r , 
DUI and property 
damage, $105,000 
bond, Trp. Ahsam, 
FHP. 

William Isaac 
Whorton, 29, 
Perry, Fla., crimes 
against/abuse of 
elderly or disabled 
without great harm, 
indecent exposure, 
exploitation of 
elderly (>$10,000), 

$25,000 bond, Ptl. 
Mitchell, PPD. 

Feb. 27: 
Lewis Parks 

Berry, 53, grand 
theft of motor 
vehicle, Ptl. 
Chaffin, PPD. 

Jamie Lee 
Kendall, 33, Perry, 
Fla., VOP, Dep. 
Parker, TCSO. 

Feb. 28: 
Thelitus Battles, 

24, Tallahassee, 
Fla., resisting arrest 
with violence, 
$10,000 bond, Sgt. 
Davis, TCSO. 

Aaron Joseph 
Wilson, 26, Perry, 
Fla., smuggle 
c o n t r a b a n d 
(poss. portable 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
device on grounds), 
$50,000 bond, Sgt. 
Davis, TCSO. 

Feb. 29: 
Anna Marie 

Adcox, 26, 
Tallahassee, Fla., 
marijuana poss. (.20 

grams), drug equip. 
poss./use, neglect 
child without 
great bodily harm, 
$24,000 bond, Dep. 
Wimberley, TCSO. 

Kevin Wayne 
Sims, 29, Perry, 
Fla., simple assault 
(intent/threat to 
do violence), Dep. 
Curry, TCSO. 

Mar. 2: 
Cheddrick L. 

Burrell, 30, Perry, 
Fla., smuggle 
contraband, resist 
LEO, Ptl. Brown, 
PPD. 

William Jordan 
Boyington, 39, 
S t e i n h a t c h e e , 
DWLS/R, $9,000 
bond, Dep. Parker, 
TCSO. 

Mar. 3: 
Michael Scott 

Pierce, 55, Perry, 
Fla., burglary 
(occupied dwelling 
unarmed), larceny 
petit theft (second 
degree, first 
offense), $77,000 
bond. Dep. 
O’Connor, TCSO.

Amy Nichol 
Driggers, 42, 
Steinhatchee, Fla., 
o u t - o f - c o u n t y 
warrant, Dep. 
Schultz, TCSO. 

Daniel Lee 
Dixon, 38, 
Carrabelle, Fla., 
sexual assault, 
kidnap (false 

imprisonment), out-
of-county warrant, 
Ptl. Mailly, PPD. 

Mar. 4: 
Leslie Ann 

Stripling, 27, 
Perry, two counts 
of MTV (operate 
without valid DL), 
Dep. Whiddon, 
TCSO. 

Alexus Nina 
Cetoute, 20, 
Tallahassee, Fla., 
o u t - o f - c o u n t y 
warrant. Call today and your 

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTION 
IS FREE with purchase of 

regular subscription. 
(850) 584-5513
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Whorton
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With the Florida 
Department of Corrections 
(FDOC) facing staff 
shortages, the number 
of inmate work squads 
provided to the Taylor 
County Commission has 
fallen in recent years.

The commission has 
relied on these squads 
to carry out numerous 
projects, including picking 
up trash and cleaning out 
ditches along county roads.

In an effort to alleviate 
this labor shortage, the 
commission has entered 
into an agreement with 
Taylor County Sheriff 
Wayne Padgett to provide 
a new inmate work squad 
from the Taylor County Jail.

With the loss of two 
FDOC work squads 
from Taylor Correctional 
Institution (TCI) previously 
provided at no charge to 
the county, the commission 
included funding in the 
2019-20 budget to pay DOC 
for an additional squad.

However, at the 
commission’s January 
workshop County 
Administrator LaWanda 
Pemberton told the board 
that despite repeated 
attempts to enter into a 
contractual agreement with 
FDOC, the agency had 
been unable to provide the 
additional squad due to staff 
shortages.

It was at that workshop 
that Pemberton brought up 
the option contracting with 
the Taylor County Sheriff’s 
Office (TCSO) instead. 

The commission 
expressed support for the 
possibility, and Pemberton 
brought a proposed 
interlocal agreement for 
approval at the board’s 
March 2 meeting.

“All I can say is, oh 
happy day,” Pemberton said. 
“We’ve been struggling to 
keep up with the work orders 
and maintenance for several 
years. I hope this will be a 
solution to that problem.”

Under the agreement, 
the additional inmate 
work squad will cost the 
county $65,000 per year to 
cover the cost of the staff 
overseeing the inmates.

For the current fiscal 
year, however, Pemberton 
said it will cost $37,917 
to have the squad through 
the remainder of the year, 
which ends Sept. 30. She 
added that the county has 
more than enough funds 
already budgeted due to 
their failed attempt to get 
an additional FDOC crew. 
The funding will be split, 
with 50% coming from the 
general fund and 50% from 
the county’s Secondary 
Road Paving fund.

“We will furnish the 
fuel, the vehicle, the trailer, 

the tools, the mowers, the 
weedeaters, all of that,” 
Pemberton said. “We 
have all of that equipment 
available from our FDOC 
free squads that are no 
longer working for us.”

“I’m sure you have 
plenty of work for them,” 
Commissioner Malcolm 
Page said.

“The way we anticipate 
this working is that during 
the months where the grass 
grows, say May through 
October, they will mow the 
cemeteries throughout the 
county, clean bathrooms 
on the north end as needed, 
mow and clean parks 
throughout the county and 
mow roll-off sites.

“During the winter 
months, they will pick up 
trash throughout the county, 
mow and weed eat the 
bridges, clean bathrooms on 
the south end as needed and 
clean out ditches throughout 
the county,” Pemberton 
said.

“This is just our initial list 
we put together,” she said.

“Who will pick up the 
trash now, because I’ve got 
some roads that need to be 
picked up?” Commission 
Chair Pam Feagle asked.

“If you will give me a 
list of the roads, I really 
just have to do the best I 
can to try to get that done,” 
Pemberton said. “I will 

reach out to the jail and see 
if the sheriff will utilize one 
of his inmate work squads 
or it could be one of our 
public works teams or one 
of our FDOC squads.”

On the issue of litter 
along county roadways, 
Commissioner Sean 
Murphy said he wanted to 

show “the severity” of the 
problem.

“In eight days, I walked 
two and a half miles in my 
district, and I picked up 18 
55-gallon bags full of trash. 
This is very important. 
That was just two and half 
miles,” Murphy said.

“There is a lot of trash on 

the Beach Road,” Feagle 
said. “I’ve been looking 
at that and in all of our 
districts. It’s bad.”

Commissioner Thomas 
Demps made a motion 
to approve the interlocal 
agreement, and Murphy 
seconded. The measure 
passed unanimously.
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“Trashy.”
That is how one resident 

and business owner 
describes the condition of 
many major local roadways 
littered with garbage and 
debris.

“It is absolutely 
ridiculous.  I travel within 
a 75-mile radius of Taylor 
County on a weekly basis, 
and our roads are much 
worse than any of the 
surrounding counties,” local 
logger Benjye Tuten said.

It seems you cannot drive 
more than a mile in any 

direction without seeing 
trash scattered or discarded 
along the sides of the road. 

“Something has to be 
done,” Tuten said. “You 
don’t see this kind of thing 
when you go to other towns 
or other states. We have got 
to have more enforcement 
and more pride in our 
community.”

In response to citizen 
complaints like these, 
county officials and the 
Taylor County Sheriff’s 
Office (TCSO) are looking 
at ways to combat the issue.

“Discarded trash and 
litter along the roadways in 
Taylor County continues to 
be seen,” TCSO Lt. Gina 
Deeson said.

“There have been several 
instances within the past few 
months where deputies have 
observed discarded trash 
on roadways. In many of 
these instances, the deputies 
have picked through the 
discarded trash and been 
able to find identifying 
information,” Deeson said.

“In each of the instances, 
when the citizen was notified 
by law enforcement, they 
have voluntarily collected 
the trash and advised 
that the dumping was not 
intentional, stating the 
bag(s) may have fallen from 
the truck or trailer while 
they were on the way to 
the refuse collection areas,” 
Deeson reported.

“Citizens should be aware 
that if someone is observed 
by law enforcement in the 
act of littering, they may 
be subject to citations and 
fines,” Deeson added.

“Sheriff Padgett also 
encourages those who are 
transporting refuse to a 
roll-off site to secure their 
loads and be mindful that if 

not secured, trash bags may 
easily be blown out from 
the back of a truck or off of 
a trailer,” Deeson said.

While the TCSO 
is focusing on the 
enforcement of litter laws 
(see related story), County 
Administrator LaWanda 
Pemberton is also looking 
for ways the county can 
help keep local roadsides 
free of debris.  

Pemberton states she 
requested funding from 
the county commission for 
another Florida Department 
of Corrections (FDC) work 

squad during the county’s 
last budget preparation 
cycle. 

“The purpose of this squad 
would be for maintenance 
of roads, bridges, parks, 
cemeteries, etc., including 
the removal of trash and 
debris,” Pemberton said.

“Unfortunately, the 
Department of Corrections 
is currently unable to fulfill 
our contract request due to 
staffing limitations. I am 
hoping that they may be 
able to fulfill this contract 
at some time in the near 
future,” Pemberton said.

“We are currently 
utilizing our paid crew and/
or making requests to the 
Sheriff’s Office to assist 
with trash pick-up, if they 
have a county inmate work 
crew available,” Pemberton 
added.

“In addition, if there is 
any evidence of who owns 
the trash found on roads 
and right-of-ways, I have 
been forwarding it to the 
Sheriff’s Office so that 
someone can follow up with 
the citizen regarding the 
trash or debris,” Pemberton 
said.

In an effort to combat improper 
and illegal trash dumping, the Florida 
Legislature enacted the “Florida Litter 
Law” (403.413, Florida Statutes) in 2005.

Most people correctly assume the 
penalty for getting caught littering 
is a fine. As with most penalties, the 
severity of the penalty depends on the 
magnitude of the violation.

Florida’s Litter Law increases the 
penalty based on the amount of 
illegal trash dumping. Any person 
who dumps litter in an amount not 
exceeding 15 pounds in weight or 
27 cubic feet in volume and not for 
commercial purposes is guilty of a non-
criminal infraction, punishable by a civil 
penalty of $100. In addition, the court 
may require the violator to pick up litter 
or perform other labor commensurate 
with the offense committed.

When the amount dumped increases, 
so does the corresponding penalty. 

Any person who dumps litter in 
an amount exceeding 15 pounds in 
weight, but not exceeding 500 pounds 
in weight and not for commercial 
purposes is guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree.

In addition, the court shall require the 
violator to pick up litter or perform other 
community service commensurate 
with the offense committed. 

If the littering includes being caught 
in the act of throwing trash out of a 
vehicle, three points can be added to 
the defendant’s driving record with the 
Florida Department of Motor Vehicles.

If the littering involves more than 500 
pounds (or 100 cubic feet in volume), 
it becomes a third-degree felony and 
carries a maximum sentence of five 
years in prison in Florida. 

While prison is unlikely for a felony 
littering charge, unless serious damage 
was done, the statute specifically 
mentions penalties a judge must 
impose, including ordering the 
defendant to remove the litter and 
repair or pay for any damages.

The defendant must also perform 
community service to help restore the 
area affected or another area damaged 

by littering. The defendant must also 
pay three times the amount of damage 
caused by the littering to anyone who 
was damaged as a result of the felony 
littering.

While there are signs located along 
many roads which indicate the fine for 
littering, actual citations for littering are 
rare.

The statute specifically states it is the 
duty of all law enforcement officers to 
enforce the state’s litter  laws. It is the 
responsibility of the local governing 
body of a county or a municipality 
to determine the training and 
qualifications of any employee of the 
county or municipality to enforce the 
provisions of Florida’s Litter Law.

The statute is very broad and 
encompasses a wide range of waste 
material. The statute defines “litter” as 
any garbage, rubbish, trash, refuse, can, 
bottle, box, container, paper, tobacco 
product, tire, appliance, mechanical 
equipment or part, building or 
construction material, as well as a long 
list of other industrial items.

Unless otherwise authorized by law 
or permit, it is unlawful for anyone to 
dump litter in the following locations:

i.  In or on any public highway, road, 
street, alley, or thoroughfare, including 
any portion of the right-of-way, or any 
other public lands, except in containers 
or areas lawfully provided. When any 
litter is thrown or discarded from a 
motor vehicle, the operator or owner 
of the motor vehicle, or both, shall be 
deemed to have violated the statute;

ii. In or on any freshwater lake, river, 
canal, or stream or tidal or coastal water 
of the state, including canals. When 
any litter is thrown or discarded from 
a boat, the operator or owner of the 
boat, or both, shall be deemed to have 
violated the statute; or

iii. In or on any private property, 
unless prior consent of the owner has 
been given and unless the dumping of 
such litter by such person will not cause 
a public nuisance or otherwise be in 
violation of any other state or local law, 
rule, or regulation.

Florida Litter Law

With the Florida Department of Corrections (FDOC) facing staff 
shortages, the number of inmate work squads provided to the Taylor 
County Commission has fallen in recent years. In response, the commission 
has entered into an agreement with Taylor County Sheriff Wayne Padgett 
to provide a new inmate work squad from the Taylor County Jail.

Board strikes deal with sheriff for extra inmate squad

‘Trashy’
County’s never-ending fight against litter

Trash found along the side of Red Padgett Road.

People dump items large and small.
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Published each Wednesday and Friday.

Deadline for Wednesday: Monday by 5 p.m.
Deadline for Friday: Wednesday by 5 p.m.

Call (850) 584-5513 or email classifieds@perrynewspapers.com

YOUNG HERD FOR SALE! Herd 
includes one bull, two cows and 
two calves.  $4,000. Call (850) 
295-5898 after 4 p.m.
4/8-4/29

WE BUY 
Scrap Metal and Junk Cars.

(850) 838-5865. 
RC

FOR RENT

                 
WOODRIDGE APARTMENTS

Accepting applications for 1, 2 
and 3 BR HC and Non-HC 
accessible apartments. HUD 
vouchers considered. Call (850) 
584-5668. 709 W. Church St., 
Perry, FL 32348. TDD 711. Equal 
Housing Opportunity.               
WA

LIMITED TIME
$495 

Moves you in with 
fliexble security deposit. 
Small pets are welcome 

with management approval.
Only a few units available!

Call (850) 584 6444
Text (352) 232 6691

Perry Apartments Village
4/8- 4/24

HOMES AND REAL ESTATE

STEVE SMITH WELDING, 
SANDBLASTING, HOME 
REPAIRS AND LAWN CARE. 
No job too small. 30+ years 
experience. Quality work for a 
reasonable price. Call for a quote: 
(850) 838-6551 (or 6552).

JOE COXWELL WELDING LLC 
Welding Fabrication & Repair 
Mobile Service. (850) 843-3500.
JC

A TO Z FARM AND LAWN
SERVICES

Complete Lawn Services
Licensed and Insured

Land clearing, dozer work, tree 
trimming/removal, dump truck 
services, harrowing, bush hog 
mowing, rake work, dirt leveling. 
Call (850) 838-5996 or (850) 584-
7972.                     AZ

GOT DEAD DOGWOODS? 
Call Mike to have them cut 
and hauled off! Free estimates 
available. Call (850) 584-2675
4/8-4/10

EXPERIENCED TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED. Must have two years 
CDL Class A Experience and will 
be subject to pre-employment drug 
testing. Will train if needed to haul 
logs. Call Troy at (352) 578-4317 or 
call the office at (352) 498-0759 to 
inquire about this job opportunity. 
4/3-4/29 

NORTH FLORIDA COLLEGE, 
Madison FL: Academic Advisor.   
See www.nfc.edu for details.
3/13-4/8

TAYLOR COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Job Vacancy Announcement. 
The job description and our 
2-step application process can 
be found on our website at www.
taylorcountygov.com or in the lobby 
of the County Annex. Applicants 
must apply through Career Source. 
Taylor County is an EEO employer. 
Engineer -- full-time. Roll-off Site 
Attendant - call-in. Concession 
Stand Lead - seasonal. 
Concession Stand Worker - 
seasonal. Firefighter Inspector - 
on-call. Firefighter/EMT - ful-time. 
Mosquito Control Driver - 
seasonal. Boat Ramp Attendants 
- seasonal. HEOI - part-time. 

WE PAY TOP DOLLAR TO TOP 
TALENT.  Apply in person and 

let’s get to work. 
ADVANCED REFRIGERATION & 
AIR CONDITIONING is looking 
for experienced HVAC/R installers 
and install helpers to be a part of 
our organization. 
Willing to train helpers! Starting 
pay is $14 with no experience. 
Applicant must have a valid 
driver’s license, be able to pass 
drug screening and criminal 
background check, have a sense 
of pride in work, have integrity 
and honesty to self, employer and 
customers. Come see us at 520 
West Hampton Springs Ave. 
E-mail resumes and/or request an 
application by e-mail to adv_ref@
fairpoint.net.                    
ARA

POSITION AVAILABLE at Thomas 
Chevrolet for a Parts Consultant 
full-time employment.  Must have a 
good driving record. Must apply in 
person. Serious inquiries only. See 
Lynn for an application or for any 
questions you may have. Call (850) 
584-6221. 
3/18-4/24

LEGALSLegals

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
REGISTER FICTITIOUS NAME
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: Notice 
is hereby given that the undersigned, 
pursuant to the fictitious name 
statute, Chapter 20953 or Section 
865.09, Florida of State, Corporation 
Division, Tallahassee, Florida, upon 
receipt of proof of publications of this 
notice the fictitious name, to-wit: 
Golden Gate Missionary under which 
we/I will engage in business. i/we 
expect to engage in business in Perry, 
Florida and our address is:
104 El Dorado Drive, Perry, Fla., 
32347-1708
The extent of ownership is: 

Eric C. Swain 100%

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
REGISTER FICTITIOUS NAME
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: Notice 
is hereby given that the undersigned, 
pursuant to the fictitious name 
statute, Chapter 20953 or Section 
865.09, Florida of State, Corporation 

Division, Tallahassee, Florida, upon 
receipt of proof of publications of this 
notice the fictitious name, to-wit: 
Ingram Family Day Care Home under 
which we/I will engage in business. 
i/we expect to engage in business in 
Perry, Florida and our address is: 
311 N. Center Street, Perry, Fla., 
32347. 
The extent of ownership is: 
Linda Ingram 100%

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
CASE #20-77CP
IN RE:  The Estate of 
TOMMY W. LUTHER Decedent.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate 
of TOMMY W. LUTHER, deceased, 
whose date of death was February 
3rd, 2020,  File #20-77CP, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for 
Taylor County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 
Post Office Box 620, Perry, Florida 
32348.  The names and addresses of 
the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney 
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
on whom a copy of this notice is 
required to be served must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
SADIE A. DAVIS   
14789 Radcliff Grade
PERRY, FL 32348
ANGELA M. BALL, 
Attorney for Petitioner
FL BAR NO.: 0796557
Post Office Box 734
Perry, Florida 32348 
(850) 584-8960
DATES OF PUBLICATION: 
4/1, 4/8

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR TAYLOR COUNTY, 
FLORIDA 
GENERAL JURISDICTION 
DIVISION
CASE NO. 19000601CAC
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA 
TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS 
TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM MORTGAGE 
ACQUISITION TRUST, Plaintiff, vs.
PHILIP WAYNE PREVATT; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF PHILIP WAYNE PREVATT, 
et al. Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant 
to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated   March 20, 2020 , and entered 
in 19000601CAC of the Circuit Court 
of the THIRD Judicial Circuit in and 
for TAYLOR County, Florida, wherein 
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA 
TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY 
BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR PRETIUM 
MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST 
is the Plaintiff  and PHILIP WAYNE 
PREVATT; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
PHILIP WAYNE PREVATT    are the 
Defendant(s). Annie Mae Murphy 
as the Clerk of the Circuit Court will 
sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash at the East Door, Taylor 
County Courthouse 108 N. Jefferson 
St., Perry, FL 32347, at 11:00 AM, 
on   MAY 5, 2020 , the following 
described property as set forth in 
said Final Judgment, to wit:
ALL THAT CERTAIN LAND SITUATED 
IN TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
VIZ: LOTS FIFTEEN (15) AND 
SIXTEEN (16) OF BLOCK TWO (2) 
OF QUINNDALE, A SUBDIVISION 
OF THE TOWN OF PERRY, FLORIDA, 
A PLAT OF WHICH IS OF RECORD 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF 
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF TAYLOR 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, LESS THE WEST 
25 FEET THEREOF.
Property Address: 200 WEST 
FLORIDA ST PERRY, FL 32347
Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the lis pendens must file 
a claim in accordance with Florida 
Statutes, Section 45.031.
Dated this 23 day of March, 2020. 
Annie Mae Murphy 
As Clerk of the Court
Marti Lee as Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT: If you are a person 
with a disability who requires 
accommodations in order to 
participate in a court proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact: Carrina Cooper, Court 
Administration, 173 NE Hernando 
Avenue, Room 408, Lake City, FL 
32055; Phone: 386.758.2163. 
Contact Court Administration at least 

7 days before your scheduled court 
appearance, or immediately upon 
receiving this notification if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
impaired call 11.
Submitted by: 
Robertson, Anschutz & Schneid, P.L.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Robertson, Anschutz & Schneid, P.L., 
Boca Raton, FL 33487
Telephone: 561-241-6901  
Fax: 561-997-6909.
4/1, 4/8

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE THIRD JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT IN AND FOR TAYLOR 
COUNTY, FLORIDA GENERAL 
JURISDICTION DIVISION
CASE NO. 19000591CAC
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR 
MORGAN STANLEY ABS CAPITAL I 
INC. TRUST 2005-HE2 MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATE, 
SERIES 2005-HE2, Plaintiff,
vs. MEDEIA MURPHY A/K/A MEDEIA 
MURPHY COUEY; UNKNOWN SPOUSE 
OF MEDEIA MURPHY A/K/A MEDEIA 
MURPHY COUEY, et al. Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant 
to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated   MARCH 20, 2020  , and 
entered in 19000591CAC of the 
Circuit Court of the THIRD Judicial 
Circuit in and for TAYLOR County, 
Florida, wherein DEUTSCHE BANK 
NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR MORGAN STANLEY 
ABS CAPITAL I INC. TRUST 2005-
HE2 MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATE, SERIES 2005-HE2 is 
the Plaintiff  and MEDEIA MURPHY 
A/K/A MEDEIA MURPHY COUEY; 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MEDEIA 
MURPHY A/K/A MEDEIA MURPHY 
COUEY are the Defendant(s). Annie 
Mae Murphy as the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court will sell to the highest 
and best bidder for cash at the East 
Door, Taylor County Courthouse 108 
N. Jefferson St., Perry, FL 32347, at 
11:00 AM, on   JUNE 30, 2020  , the 
following described property as set 
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:
COMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE SE ¼ OF NE ¼ OF 
SECTION 13, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, 
RANGE 7 EAST AND RUN SOUTH 
89° 05’ 30” WEST, 33.01 FEET TO 
THE WEST SIDE OF STATE ROAD 
361; THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH 
89° 05’ 30” WEST 660 FEET FOR 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE 
FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING 
RUN SOUTH 89° 05’ 30” WEST 
434.05 FEET TO A POINT 225 FEET 
EAST OF THE NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF SAID FORTY; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH PARALLEL TO THE WEST 
BOUNDARY OF SAID FORTY, 328.2 
FEET TO THE NORTH BOUNDARY 
LINE OF A COUNTY GRADED ROAD; 
THENCE RUN EAST ALONG THE 
NORTH BOUNDARY LINE OF SAID 
COUNTY GRADED ROAD 434,05 
FEET; THENCE NORTH PARALLEL 
TO THE WEST BOUNDARY OF SAID 
FORTY, 328.2 FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. CONTAINING 3.25 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AND BEING 

IN THE N ½ OF SE ¼ OF SECTION 
13, TOWNSHIP 4 SOUTH, RANGE 7 
EAST. 
Property Address: 736 A B MURPHY 
RD PERRY, FL 32347
Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the lis pendens must file 
a claim in accordance with Florida 
Statutes, Section 45.031.
Dated this 23 day of March, 2020. 
Annie Mae Murphy
As of Clerk of the Court
Marti Lee as Deputy Clerk
IMPORTANT: AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT: If you are 
a person with a disability who 
requires accommodations in order 
to participate in a court proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact: Carrina Cooper, Court 
Administration, 173 NE Hernando 
Avenue, Room 408, Lake City, FL 
32055; Phone: 386.758.2163. 
Contact Court Administration at least 
7 days before your scheduled court 
appearance, or immediately upon 
receiving this notification if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 7 days; if you are hearing 
impaired call 11.
Submitted by: Robertson, Anschutz 
& Schneid, P.L.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Robertson, Anschutz & Schneid, P.L., 
Boca Raton, FL 33487
Telephone: 561-241-6901  Fax: 561-
997-6909
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
TAYLOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION
CASE #20-103CP
IN RE:  The Estate of JOHN DAVID 
WILSON Decedent.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of  
JOHN DAVID WILSON, deceased, 
whose date of death was November 
24th, 2019,  File #20-103-CP, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for 
Taylor County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is Post 
Office Box 620, Perry, Florida 32348.  
The names and addresses of the co-
personal representative and the co-
personal representative’s attorney 
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and 
other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
on whom a copy of this notice is 
required to be served must file their 
claims with this court WITHIN THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 

must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 733.702 OF THE FLORIDA 
PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE 
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
ROBERT J. WILSON  
2177 Shiloh Church Road
Perry, FL  32347
CATHRYN M. WILSON 
2177 Shiloh Church Road
Perry, FL  32347
ANGELA M. BALL, Attorney for 
Petitioners
FL BAR NO.: 0796557
Post Office Box 734
Perry, Florida 32348 
DATES OF PUBLICATION: 
4/1, 4/8

TDA 20-001
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that  
Buffalo Bill LLC the holder of the 
following certificate has filed said 
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number, 
year of issuance, description of the 
property and the names in which 
the property was assessed are as 
follows:
Certificate Number: 1169
Year of Issuance: 2017 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number: R08287-100 
Commence at the Southeast corner 
of the Southwest ¼ for the Northeast 
¼ of Section 06 Township 05 Range 
08 then run West 196 feet to West 
right of way of railroad then run 
North 18 degrees West 660 feet for 
a point of beginning. Then continue 
North 18 degrees West 80 feet then 
run West 105 feet then run South 
18 degrees East 80 feet then run 
East 105 feet to point of beginning. 
Containing .19 acres MOL    Recorded 
in Taylor County official record 566, 
page 158. 
Name in which assessed: Catherine 
Borklund
Said property being in the County of 
Taylor, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to law, the 
property described shall be sold to 
the highest bidder at the courthouse 
door on the 20th day of April, 2020, 
at 11:00 o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 18th day of March, 2020
Signature: Annie Mae Murphy                                                                     
Clerk of Circuit Court                                                                     
Taylor County, Florida
3/25, 4/1, 4/8

MISCELLANEOUS

This 3-bedroom/2-bath 
home, located a short 
distance from downtown 
Perry, sits on a large fenced 
corner lot. 
• Separate living room
• Formal dining room
• Eat-in kitchen  
• Concrete driveway
• Utility shed
• Fenced-in back yard 

Call Amy Cope at 
(850) 838-9237 

for more information or to 
schedule an appointment.

AMY COPE 
SOUTHERN PROPERTIES, LLC

• Stump Grinding 
• Tree Trimming 
• Tree Removal 
• Tractor Work 
• Bush Hogging 
• Bucket Truck Use 

Land Clearing *Free Estimates* 
*Great Rates* Call today! (850) 
838-5923. Mark A. Moneyhan, 
Licensed and Insured. Certified 

Quality Specialist.

TALL TIMBER 
TREE SERVICE

PORTWOOD’S LAWN CARE
 We do it all: mow, weedeat, edging, 
flower beds, hedges, leaves, pine 
straw raking, palm trees, small 
tree and bush removal, as well as 
pressure washing and other odd 
jobs. Call for a free estimate. (850) 
838-7635 

Before

After

SERVICES

Madison Health and 
Rehabilitation is hiring!
• LPN/RN, full-time night 
nurse, $1500 sign-on bonus
• C.N.A., full-time only, $600 
sign-on bonus
• Assistant Business Office 
Manager, full-time, payroll/
AP/AR
Please fax resume to 850-
973-2667 or apply in person.
3/27-4/17

➟ Please see page 12

LEGALS

FOR RENT

HOMES &
REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

HELP
WANTED

mailto:classifieds@perrynewspapers.com
http://www.nfc.edu/
http://www.taylorcountygov.com/
http://www.taylorcountygov.com/
http://fairpoint.net/
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Oatmeal is a versatile ingredient found in 
desserts, breakfast foods, savory dishes, and so 
much more. While it is enjoyed in many different 
dishes, for cookie lovers, oatmeal shines brightest 
in cookie recipes.

This recipe for “Pecan Toffee Oatmeal Cookies” 
from Laurie McNamara’s “Simply Scratch: 120 
Wholesome Homemade Recipes Made Easy” 
(Avery) could become a family favorite in no time.

Pecan Toffee Oatmeal Cookies
Makes 3 dozen cookies
11/2 cups unbleached all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
3/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
3/4 teaspoon kosher salt
1 cup unsalted butter
1 cup packed dark brown sugar
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
2 large eggs
3 cups old-fashioned oats
3/4 cup chopped pecans, toasted
1 cup toffee pieces
Preheat the oven to 350 F. Line two rimmed 

baking sheets with parchment paper or silicone 
liners.

In a medium bowl, combine the flour, baking 
soda, cinnamon, and salt and set aside.

In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the 
paddle attachment, cream together the butter and 
both sugars until light and fluffy, about 2 minutes. 
Add the vanilla. Add the eggs one at a time, mixing 
and scraping down the sides of the bowl after 
adding each egg. Gradually add the flour mixture 
until just combined.

With the mixer on low, stir in the oats, pecans and 
toffee bits. Using a 2-tablespoon scoop, measure 
out the cookie dough onto the prepared baking 
sheets, spacing them 1/2 inch apart. Bake for 10 
to 12 minutes, rotating the baking sheets halfway 
during bake time for even baking.

Let cool on the baking sheets for 5 minutes 
before using a spatula to transfer to a wire rack. 
Repeat with the remaining dough.

Subscribe today to the Taco Times  
and Perry News-Herald for only $35 

(in-county). Call 584-5513 or visit online 
at www.perrynewspapers.com. 

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken 
down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in 
each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!
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Mid-week
Playground

Pecan toffee oatmeal cookies

Create family memories with cookies
From the Recipe Book

Check out the GREAT 
DEALS on page 10!

Effervescent
(adjective)

fizzy, sparkling, enthusiastic

A word you might not 
have heard...

WEIRD
WACKY&

Science Facts
Your brain uses 

10 watts of energy 

to think and does 

not feel pain.
Source: https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/76701/50-random-facts/

http://www.perrynewspapers.com/
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/76701/50-random-facts/
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TDA 20-002
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that  
Buffalo Bill LLC the holder of the 
following certificate has filed said 
certificate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certificate number, 
year of issuance, description of the 
property and the names in which 
the property was assessed are as 
follows:
Certificate Number: 742        
Year of Issuance: 2017 
Description of Property:
Parcel Number: R05897-000 
Commence at the Northeast corner 
of Section 01 Township 05 Range 
07 then run West 1123.30 feet then 
run South 445 feet for a point of 
beginning then run West 221 feet 
then run South 117.70 feet then run 
East 221 feet then run North 117.70 
to the point of beginning.  Containing 
.59 acres MOL    Recorded in Taylor 
County official record 673, page 532. 
Name in which assessed    Cocquina 
Michelle Braddock
Said property being in the County of 
Taylor, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate shall be 
redeemed according to law, the 
property described shall be sold to 
the highest bidder at the courthouse 
door on the 20th day of April, 2020, 
at 11:00 o’clock a.m. 
Dated this 18th day of March, 2020.
Signature:Annie Mae Murphy                                                                     
Clerk of Circuit Court                                                                     
Taylor County, Florida
3/25, 4/1, 4/8

**OFFICIAL**
NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION
I, Laurel M. Lee, Secretary of 
State of the State of Florida, do 
hereby give notice that a GENERAL 
ELECTION will be held in TAYLOR 
County, State of Florida, on the Third 
Day of NOVEMBER, 2020, A.D.,  to 
fill the following offices:
Representative in Congress: District 
2
State Attorney: Judicial Circuit 3
Public Defender: Judicial Circuit 3

State Senator: District 3
State Representative: District 7
Circuit Judge, Third Judicial Circuit: 
Groups 4, 6 and 7
Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
Comptroller
Sheriff
Property Appraiser
Tax Collector
Superintendent of Schools
Supervisor of Elections
School Board: Districts 3 and 5
County Commissioner: Districts 1, 
3 and 5
Taylor Soil and Water Conservation 
District: Groups 1, 3, 4 and 5
3/25, 4/8

**OFICIAL**
AVISO DE ELECCIONES 

GENERALES
Yo, Laurel M. Lee, Secretaria de 
Estado del estado de la Florida, 
por la presente notifico las 
ELECCIONES GENERALES en el 
Condado de TAYLOR, estado de la 

Florida, tendrán lugar el día tres de 
NOVIEMBRE de 2020 (d.C.) para 
cubrir los siguientes cargos:
Representante ante el Congreso: 2º 
Distrito
Fiscal de Estado: 3º Circuito Judicial
Abogado de oficio: 3º Circuito 
Judicial
Senador estatal: 3º Distrito
Representante estatal: 7º Distrito
Juez de Circuito, Tercer Circuito 
Judicial: Grupos 4, 6 y 7
Secretario e interventor del Tribunal 
de Circuito
Alguacil
Tasador de muebles
Recaudador de impuestos
Superintendente de escuelas
Supervisor electoral
Junta Escolar del distrito: Distritos 
3 y 5
Comisionado del condado: Distritos 
1, 3 y 5
Distrito de conservación de suelos y 
agua de Taylor: Grupos 1, 3, 4 y 5
3/25, 4/8

By REV. CANDACE 
MCKIBBEN

Just after graduating from 
seminary, I learned about 
the death of a Southern 
Baptist minister who was 
known as “Hee Haw’s 
Prime Minister of Humor.”  

It came as a shock.  
He lived in Louisville, 

where I attended the 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and 
was a source of pride for 
the seminary from which he 
graduated and where he had 
also worked.  

Grady Nutt wrote best-
selling books, appeared on 
the Mike Douglas Show 
regularly, was a regular on 
Hee Haw, and toured the 
country sharing his humor 
and story-telling talent.  

He was licensed as a 
Baptist minister at the age 
of 12 and liked to say he was 
popular in middle school 
because he could officially 
marry his classmates.  

He was a delight to all 
who knew him.  He died 
tragically at the age of 47 
in an airplane accident 
in Cullman, Ala., after a 
speaking engagement there.  

While the cause of the 
crash was never officially 
determined, fog and rain 
were contributing factors.  

While I certainly do not 
know the circumstances, 
what I remember thinking 
personally about this 
terrible loss years ago was 
the ways in which we all 
sometimes feel invincible, 
like we can overcome the 
odds or that the odds do not 
apply to us.

It is what some have felt 
about the coronavirus and 
the increasing restrictions 
that we are faced with in 
response to it.   

Even though I wrote 
my blog last week about 
lessons we might learn 
from COVID-19, it did not 
register with me that my 
own small church might 
not wish to meet in an 
abundance of caution and 
good will.   

We are creatures of habit 
and are used to functioning 
rather independently in our 
spheres.  The importance of 
considering all that we do, 
not simply from our own 
interest, but with the best 
interest of others constantly 
at the forefront, is a new 
pattern for many.

The Spring Equinox 
comes to us earlier this year 
than it has since 1896, and 
we welcome it.  Arriving 
on Thursday, March 19, it 
is the day of the year when 
the balance between night 
and day is the most equal.  

It is a wonderful 
metaphor for what we are 
living in these days when 
we need to balance between 
our own needs and the 
needs of others.  

We welcome spring, the 
season associated with new 
life, beauty, and hope, as 
we are looking for balance 
and accepting a new normal 
in our lives, at least for the 
time being. 

Some signs of spring and 
hope, beyond the lovely 
dogwoods, azaleas and 
daffodils, include the ways 
in which Second Harvest, 

Leon County Schools and 
United Way are partnering 
to feed the children in our 
community during this 
time when they are out of 
school.  

Their efforts along with 
those of congregations and 
concerned citizens in the 
Big Bend generate not only 
food for the children, but 
food for the spirits of those 
of us who long for some 
way to help.  It balances 
personal needs and the 
needs of others. 

The Senior Center and 
other organizations that 
serve a large segment 
of our community with 
programs for body, mind 
and spirit are reaching 
out in meaningful ways, 
offering tips for staying 
engaged, remaining active 
and caring for personal 
wellbeing.  

I love that in a broadcast 
email from the wonderful 
Sheila Salyer, Senior 
Services Manager and 
Executive Director for the 
Tallahassee Senior Center 
Foundation, she encourages 
both what individuals can 
do in the safety of their 
homes and acknowledges 
the important role that the 
senior center plays in social 
connectedness for those 
they serve.  

She invites calls even 
from those who just need 
to chat, suggesting to those 
of us who are eager to be 
part of the solution the 
importance of our reaching 
out to those we know 
who may be lonely or feel 
isolated with calls or cards 
of love.  Again, balancing 
personal needs and safety 
with the needs of others.

A friend of mine shared 
with me words attributed 
to Kitty O’Meara that 
seem filled with the hope 
of spring.  As we think of 
new life and growth in this 
season, her parable felt like 
a breath of fresh air. 

“And the people stayed 
home, read books and 
played games, and learned 
new ways of being and 
were still and listened more 
deeply.  

“Some meditated, some 
prayed, some danced.  
Some met their shadows 
-- and the people began to 
think differently.

“The people healed, 
and in the absence of 
people living in ignorant, 
dangerous, mindless and 
heartless ways, the earth 
began to heal.

“And when the danger 
passed, and the people 
joined together again, they 
grieved their losses and 
made new choices, and 
dreamed new images, and 
created new ways to live 
and heal the earth fully, as 
they had been healed.”

As we stay home, as we 
are ever mindful of the 
important balance between 
our own needs and those of 
others, may we heal in the 
warmth of spring.

LEGALS

(continued from page 10)

Charles R. 
‘Chuck’ Smith

Charles R. “Chuck” 
Smith, age 70, of Lamont, 
passed away on Wednesday, 
April 1, 2020, at Capital 
Regional Medical Center in 
Tallahassee.

Chuck was a native of 

Corpus Christi, Texas, and 
had lived in Tennessee, 
Leesburg and Wildwood 
before settling in Lamont 
in 1997.  

He retired from the 
Florida Department of 
Manufactured Homes 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
after 32 years of service.  
Chuck was a member 
of Perry First Assembly 
of God Church and also 
enjoyed hunting and 
fishing.  

Survivors include: his 
wife, Emily P. Smith; two 
children from his first 
marriage, a son, Chuck 
Smith and his three 
children, and a daughter, 
Christina Fields; brother, 
Don Smith; sisters, Ginger 
Domingus and Charlene 
Tschopp; and stepson, 

Michael Bilbo.  
A memorial service 

will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Thursday, April 9, at 
Bevis Funeral Home in 
Tallahassee.  The service 
will be available to view 
live online at  https://
www.bevisfh.com.  To 
watch, click on the word 
“Obituaries” at the top 
of the homepage, then 
click on the name of the 
deceased loved one, and 
then the green “Photos and 
Video” tab. Staff members 
will be available to answer 
questions or help with 
technical issues at (850) 
385-2193.

Kelly Barber of Bevis 
Funeral Home (www.
bevisfh.com) is assisting 
Mrs. Smith with her 
arrangements. 

Charles R. 
‘Chuck’ Smith

Obituaries

Calling all future agriculture, 
environmental, horticulture and forestry 
majors! The Taylor County Master 
Gardener Scholarship is accepting 
applications until April 30. 

Scholarship recipients will receive 
$1,000 to assist in educational 
expenditures as they attend a post-
secondary institute or technical school 
full-time in the 2020-21 school year. 

To be eligible for the scholarship, 
students must be a high school or GED 
graduate (including those who are 
homeschooled) with a 3.0 grade point 
average (GPA) and must be residents of 
Taylor, Jefferson, Madison, Lafayette 
or Dixie counties. 

Students must be planning to major in 
agriculture, environmental education, 

horticulture, natural resources, 
landscape design, forestry, animal 
sciences, marine science or a related 
field at a college, university of technical 
school. 

Each applicant is required to 
also submit at least one letter of 
recommendation from a teacher, 
school administrator, coach or school 
counselor. 

Application finalists will have to 
participate in an interview. 

Applications should be returned to 
the Taylor County Extension Service 
Office located at 203 Forest Park Drive 
in Perry.

For more information, contact 
Lori Wiggins at (850) 838-3508 or 
lwiggins@ufl.edu. 

Applications due April 30 for the
Master Gardener 

Scholarship  

‘Heal in the warmth of spring’

https://www.bevisfh.com/
https://www.bevisfh.com/
http://www.bevisfh.com/
http://www.bevisfh.com/
mailto:lwiggins@ufl.edu

